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Dear Members and Friends,

On Christmas day, my daughter and | spent
six hours in our basement, setting up a new
ping-pong table. The two of us learned how to
use an electric drill and how to screw together
a 300 pound apparatus on which we would
eventually bounce a tiny little ball with little tiny
paddles. When all the parts were put together
we stood up, shook hands and said with big
grins, “Who needs a man around when we can
do all this ourselves.” Then we turned the 300
pounds of wood and metal over, and it
collapsed onto the floor, ripping all the screws
out in an instant. We looked at each other
dumbfounded (and a little teary) and then
turned off the lights and went upstairs without
another word. Thank God a friend and
neighbor (a man | admit) was able to come the
following day and help us repair the damage.

As we begin this new year and new decade, it
feels kind of nice to let this last year crash and
collapse like a 300 pound ping-pong table.
2009 was a challenge for most of us. And
though we learned a lot and we made the best
of our time and energy, it's OK to say good-
bye to the old and hello to something new. So,
let’'s begin anew!

Epiphany and Lent are major liturgical
chapters in our Christian journey. Too often,
we leap from Christmas to Easter without
walking through the deep waters of these two
seasons of the cross.

The first two months of 2010 at Tabernacle will
be significant in our Spiritual life together.
Cont. on page 2

MEETING

Our Annual Meeting will be held
on Sunday, January 24 at
11:30am. The agenda will
include reports from committees,
election of officers and committee
members and adoption of the
budget for 2010. All church
members are encouraged to
attend this important meeting!
Child care/activities will be
available beginning at 10:00am
and continue thru the Annual
Meeting.



Cont. from page 1
January: Epiphany begins with a look at the
practice of wearing skin as we greet God
incarnate in Jesus. Immediately, we move to
honor God'’s prophetic voice in the life of Dr.
Martin Luther King. Our worship on this Sunday is
always filled with Spiritual Renewal and Gospel
Music. On the third Sunday of Epiphany, our
community will share a meal together and
celebrate 2009 while we prepare to begin this
new decade. And the last Sunday of January is
dedicated to Jazz and Justice with guest
musician Willie Sordillo. We will journey through
the last century of jazz music and the spiritual
awakening that was ushered in by this genre.

February: Lent begins in the middle of this month
with a dinner and Ash Wednesday service. Our
theme for the 40 days of Lenten wilderness
includes raising our awareness of the impact of
Domestic Violence on our communities and
connecting to the outside world as healers and
peace makers. Meditations, sermons, and
workshops about bullying, date rape and the
impact of domestic violence will be “bookmarked”
by the annual HAWC Irish/Folk concert and the
Annual HAWC Walk. Also in Lent we will offer the
Artists in Worship Project in the Balcony of the
sanctuary.

Come join me, the staff and the leaders of
Tabernacle for an amazing season of music,
fellowship, worship and outreach.

Peace
Rev. Laura
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The Tabernacle Chancel Choir is
open to all singers, no matter
what your choral experience has
been. Feel free to contact
anyone in the choir or Valerie
Peterson directly if you are
interested in joining the choir for
a week, season, or year. We will begin our the
music of Lent and Easter in early February. We’d
love to have you sing with us for this Holy
Season. If you'd like to share your music during
an offertory please sign up in the Bigelow Room.
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This year's Ash Wednesday Service will focus
on Forgiveness. Way before we confess or
repent, God’s grace enters our hearts. Tonight,
let’s begin Lent with a change of heart _and
open ourselves to God’s grace. “From dust we
have come and to dust we return.” Return to
God's forgiveness on Ash Wednesday.

During dinner time join Rev. Laura in the Towne
Room for silent prayer and reflection on the
aroma of Forgiveness found in Frankincense
and Myrrh.
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Women'’s 5th Annual

Soiree’ at Tabernacle
Church ~ February 26 at
7:00pm~ Pot Luck Dinner

UCC New England Women’s Celebration
Together Building Bridges
Held in Burlington, Vermont
March 12, 13 & 14, 2010.
Join other us as we celebrate Women.....
Our Music Director, Valerie Peterson is the
Choir Director leading a large women'’s choir,
Deacon, Barbara Bowman is a founder and
organizer of this Celebration. A group of
women from Tabernacle will be attending we
would love to have you come with us!!! Please
contact, Barbara Bowman, Valerie Peterson,
Rev. Laura or Liz in the church office if you are
interested in attending. For more information
check out www.uccwomenscelebration.org




January 17, 2010 MLK Sunday

Scripture Lessons: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 and John 2:1-11  Sermon: The Servants with the Stone Jars
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians conee spiritual gifts. To each of us is given giftgfee Spirit. Some of us have
the gift of wisdom, some the giftision, some the gift of healing and others thedafiforophesy. All gifts are
from God for the common good. MartutHer King Jr. shared his spiritual gifts, whichneeabundant, and
changed the course of history fordcbenmon good.

January 24, 2010 Annual Meeting

Scripture Lesson: Luke 4:14-21  Sermon: The Authority to Preach
Jesus, filled with the power of th&i§steps into his ministry. Teaching in synagegupeople praised him for
his words and his message. When hierred to his home village Nazareth, he steppedtim@ulpit with the
words of the prophet Isaiah in his ieBor this hometown crowd, he says, “I am anothte bring good news
to the poor.” How do we love beyonnl four walls and bring good news.

January 31, 2010 Jazz Sunday with Willie Sordillo

Scripture Lessons:  Jeremiah 1:4-10 and Luke 4:21-30  Sermon: Jazz and Justice
Again, we find Jesus preaching inghagogue of his hometown. This time, he enrage®tn folk to such a
degree that they drive him out of tawrere they want to hurl him off a cliff. Why walésus “perform”
miracles for the people in Nazaretle?laps he is looking for their faith in God notithfascination in magic.
His passion for justice gets him iouiple.
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February 7, 2010 Communion
Scripture Lessons:  Isaiah 6:1-8 and Luke 5:1-11  Sermon: Calling, Leaving, Following
Isaiah feels unworthy to be calleddnd for service. Nevertheless, hearing God’s vaaging “Whom shall |
send; and who will go for us?” inspraim to accept “Here | am. Send me.” Likewisep3aseets unassuming,
unsuccessful fishermen in their b@eis asks them to take him out on the water wheahdeach his
followers. When he finishes speakiregencourages the fishermen to let down their aediscatch more fish
than ever before. Simon Peter, fealingorthy to be in the presence of God, falls dawhe feet of Jesus who
says, “Do not be afraid; from now aouywill be catching people.”
February 14, 2010 Mardi Gras/Transfiguration Su  nday
Scripture Lessons:  Exodus 34:29-35 and Luke 9:28-36 ~ Sermon: Transformed By New Orleans
Mountain top experiences in the Bible are alwagsnsforming. Moses comes down from Mt. Sinai, his
face shining because he had been talking with Gegls goes to the mountaintop with three disciples
and his face changes while he talks with God. @G 3knday of Black History month, we remember Dr.
Martin Luther King’s words about the Mountaintopdawe can see his face shining because he has been
talking with God. Let God astound us this week as we end Epiphany with Mardi Gras Sunday.
February 21, 2010 Lent1l
Scripture Lessons:  Deuteronomy 26: 1-9 and Luke 4:1-13  Sermon: Wilderness Companions
Wilderness means something different to everyomeol Jewish ancestors, wilderness is exile and
wandering; it is a people without a home. For Jesusose Jewish roots grounded him in the stories of
exile, wilderness was a place of hunger, deprivatapiritual challenge and resilience. We begin our
Lenten journey in the wilderness. What will thaaméor you this year?
February 28, 2010 Lent2
Scripture Lessons:  Philippians 3:17-4:1 and Luke 13:31-35  Sermon: The Loneliness of Abuse
Jesus is threatened; told to get away if he wamtsate his life. But he is busy casting out deraods
curing the sick and the infirm. He cannot be rumgnaway from Herod'’s violent abuse out of fear when
there are so many people who need to be gathegatiter under his healing and protective wings. His
journey to Jerusalem gets more and more intensecaget closer to Good Friday.
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Midweek Pause meets weekly
on Tuesdays from 5:45pm-
6:30pm. Through meditative
chants, silence, prayer and
scripture we will prepare
ourselves for the sacred
journey of wilderness and
resurrection. Those who have
been attending regularly have
described Midweek Pause as
a refuge, the upper room, and
a time for peace. Take a
break from your weekly stress and join us at this
worship service from 5:45 PM to 6:30PM.
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Join your friends at
Tabernacle on Friday,
January 22 at 7 PM for a
Talent Show and cabaret
atmosphere. Christian Ed
and Sacred Arts are
teaming together to help
you fight the winter blues. Get your talents
honed and prepped, give your name and your
act to Sarah Davin by emailing her at
tachilleus@comcast.net. or leave your name in
the church office with Liz.  In the words of Ed
Sullivan, we predict a "really great show" for all
to enjoy.

5

Downtown office

space available :
30 Federal Street.

Contact Rob Lutts at
rob@ecabot.com
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Do you feel stress or

anxiety related to

money? Do you
readily relate to finance and openly speak with
others about money? Do you trust that money
will always be there for you? Or...would you
benefit from a different relationship with money?
This highly effective Spiritual Finance class
series can transform your core relationship with
money, no matter your age, income or current
level of financial know-how.

Class goals include being comfortable in the
“money conversation,” understanding your
personal relationship with money and clearing
away emotional, limiting financial beliefs to
create a healthy, empowering relationship with
money and finance. The class’s creator, life and
business coach Kerry Cudmore, CPCC,
ensures confidentiality and privacy with her
masterful teaching. Church members have
completed the course and invited Kerry to offer
it here.

Pre-registration is required  for the series,
which consists of 3 in-person classes Sundays
from 12:30-2:30pm, Jan 10, Feb 7, and Mar
7, plus 2 by-phone classes Jan 24 and Feb
21. With scholarship funding from the Spiritual
Finance Initiative, this course (valued at $300) is
being offered with no required tuition fee; just
contact Sharon Dinitz to register: 978-338-
4555, SharonDinitz@yahoo.com. Learn more
about the Spiritual Finance Initiative at www.
KerryCudmore.com.
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Monday Morning Bible Study
Join Rev. Biddle on Monday Mornings at
7:30am from February 22-March 22.
During this Bible Study we will read and discuss
some of the parables and stories in Luke’s
Gospel. Each parable is a lesson about love,
eternal life and the human spirit; a perfect
combination for our walk through Lent.

For the fifth year we will be
offering our Artists in
Worship Lenten project
sponsored by the Sacred
Arts Action Group. During
the five Sundays of Lent,
worshipers are invited to
choose an art medium such
as water colors, clay,
acrylics, pencils and charcoal and spend the
hour of worship expressing themselves through
art. The art stations will be located in the
balcony and everyone is welcome to participate.
There will be an art show on Easter Sunday to
display the various works.
: Children under 16 must be
accompanied by their parent.
Parents are asked to please clean up
after their children.
All children will leave for Sunday School

Monday Evening Bible Study

Will meet at 6:30pm beginning February 25 thru
March 18. We will be reading the end of
Luke’s Gospel; beginning with the “Plot to Kill
Jesus” through “The Burial of Jesus.” We will
pray, read the story, find its meaning in our lives
and walk with Jesus into Jerusalem for these 40
days of Lent.

Students will receive a new study bible on the
first day of class.
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= The Congregation will meet in the Bigelow Room and process into the sanctuary
waving palms. Children will meet in Emerson Hall.
HOLY WEEK ap

Tabernacle Choir will offer special music.

"5 % 1)
We will begin with soup made by the youth of the church then the Deacons and Sacred Arts Action
Group will lead a dramatic story telling of the people who walked with Jesus.

6%% 5"
12:00pm Ecumenical Service for all Salem churches. Stay Tuned for more info.
7 5" 5
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Sunrise is at 6:21am! Stay tuned for more details!
7 % " 5"

Come celebrate Christ’s resurrection at Tabernacle Church for a traditional Easter Service featuring
inspiring Easter music, decorating the cross with colorful flowers and a spirit filled time of worship.
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Come and Party with your
church friends! Pancakes
with butter and syrup and
some
more exotic toppings such
as frozen strawberries,
crushed pineapple and
whipped cream will be
offered. There will be
shiny bead necklaces to
wear. We will finish
the celebration with a
burning of last year's palms outside in the
parking lot. Palm Ashes are used at our Ash
Wednesday dinner and worship on February 16.

Now what do we need to get this together:
We need:

*Set up of the hall, decorations
available in the prop room
*Paper goods and plastic utensils
*We will need a few griddles,
both electric and ones
that go on the stove.
*Cooks
*Servers
*Clean up crew

LET'S MAKE THIS A FUN
FILLED
PARTY FOR ALL!
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Join us for the Fourth

Annual “Shamrock for HAWC Concert a
benefit Celtic music concert on behalf of HAWC
(Healing Abuse Working for Change). This well
attended Concert will be held in the sanctuary of
Tabernacle Church. Bagpipes, tin whistle,
fiddle, and song will create a joyful noise while
raising money and awareness around the issue
of domestic violence. Salem residents Jennifer
and Bob Strom, well-known North Shore Celtic
musicians, will perform at the concert and have
recruited several local favorites to assist in the
cause. These include Michael O’Leary Celtic
singer, Jack MacLean, Bagpiper,

David O’Docherty Irish whistle player and
singer, David de la Barre piper/whistler, along
with singer Ed Curtin, singing “Danny Boy”.
Suggested donation will be $15.00; Seniors/
Students: $10.00
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Bullying is a life and death issue that cannot be
ignored or trivialized. The bullied child clearly
suffers. But the bully and the bystander also
suffer. Come to this one-hour conversation with
your children, to explore how Tabernacle
Church can address the problem of bullying.
Feel free to purchase Barbara Coloroso’s book:
The Bully, the Bullied and the Bystander.

<
]
for a Conversation about Abuse for
Middle School and High School Students.
March 7 @ 6:30pm at Tabernacle Church.
March 14 @ 11:30am ~ Guest Speaker from
HAWC

HAWC WALK ~ APRIL 25!
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\\ Come join us for these events.
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Sign up with Betsey and get your permission slips
from her.
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Friday, January 15: Join the youth group at St. Peter’s Church

# as they lead us in worship, games, and food activities. Arrive at
=L St. Peter’s at 5:15 PM for the 5:30 event. Pick up at St. Peter’s
time TBA. Confirmation kids are strongly encouraged to attend this event.

«

Saturday, January 23: Movie and Lunch after with our

friends from West Parish in Andover.

Arrive at Hollywood Hits at 11:30 AM for the 12 PM show-

ing of TO SAVE A LIFE. Watch a trailer of the movie at
ToSaveALife.com. Bring friends with you. Tickets are

$10.00. We will have lunch somewhere after the movie to

talk about it. | need reservations by Jan. 15. This will be

good! Confirmation kids are strongly encouraged to attend this event.

SOUPER BOWL Sunday, February 7:  Order your lobster rolls from any youth group
kid. They have order forms. We need the orders no later than January 30. $10.00
includes pickle and a bag of chips. All proceeds go to the ST. Joseph’s Food Pantry.
Last year we sent about $300.00. Let’s try to beat that dollar amount by enjoying a
lobster roll while you watch your Super Bowl game.

LEARN TO SERVE WEEKEND, February 19 and 20: We will stay overnight at
Charlestown Congregational Church, UCC. On Saturday we will do service and
mission work. Last year we had a blast. Come join us. Sign up with Betsey. Make your
winter vacation count for others.

PILGRIM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets February 3 at 4 PM.
Come join us for fun, games, and activities.

NEW DATE Saturday, January 30: Work day for Christi___an Education
and Sunday school classrooms, 9 AM___Come join us.
Coffee and light refreshments served.

Friday, January 22: Tabernacle’s Talent Show at 7 PM. Sign up with Sarah Davin.
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Old Tabernacle Pulpit is Going to Westminster
Will Continue Its Span of Usefulness in Little church on Mohawk Trall;
Made by Israel Fellows in 1854
Salem Evening News September 9, 1930

An act of “long distance” friendliness has come to light with the announcement
by the church council of the Tabernacle church that the members of that organization
have voted to present to the congregational church of Westminster, Mass the beautiful rosewood
pulpit which was in use in the structure razed to make way for the present Tabernacle Church.

The little town of Westminster is located at the entrance to the Mohawk trail, just west of
Fitchburg and its thriving church has been a landmark in the religious life of that section since 1739.
Some years ago the church was remodeled and its original pulpit disappeared. Since that time the
church officials have searched for a colonial pulpit of proper design and following further alteration
this year, they learned that the pulpit from the old Tabernacle was in storage awaiting a suitable use.

The builder of this dignified example of the cabinet maker’s art was Israel Fellows of Salem,
an attendant of Tabernacle church. He operated a shop in the present Newmark building on Essex
street in a location probably about where the Kennedy company now has its place of business. He
was an expert cabinet maker and in all probability it was there in his shop in 1854 that he built into
this plain but artistic pulpit the best traditions of his trade.

From this pulpit the ministers of the Tabernacle spoke their messages for nearly 75 years,
and from its confines speakers of state-wide and nation-wide prominence voiced their thoughts at
important public meetings. From it also were commissioned the five missionaries to foreign fields in
1912, just 100 years after the first missionaries were sent out. It should be a source of gratification to
friends and members of the Tabernacle to know that this integral part of Tabernacle traditions, is to
continue its span of usefulness in a new location.
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Westminster, Mass., Sept. 23, 1930.
Tabernacle Congregational Church
Salem, Mass.
Greetings: - In business session Sept. 21, 1930, the first Congregational Church of Westminster,
Mass., voted unanimously to extend to the Tabernacle Church of Salem, Mass., a special vote of
thanks and appreciation for the gift of the old pulpit which you so generously presented us. We are
more than delighted with this beautiful piece of church furniture, and prize it as well for the history
connected with. We feel that a special tie now binds our two churches together, and we are grateful
for it.

The pulpit is already installed and adds so much to the beauty and impressiveness of our
church auditorium.

We want to have engraved a suitable silver plate to place on the pulpit, stating a few main
facts of its history and recording it as a gift from your church.

We are to re-open our church with a special re-dedicatory service, Sunday, October, 5, at
10:45 AM. We most heartily extend a special invitation to any of the Tabernacle people who might
wish to attend this service and see the old pulpit in its new home.; enclosed is a copy of the special
letter we are sending out to former friends and members of the Church.
We will be pleased to see any or all of your people at our special service Oct. 5.

Again we assure you of our sincere appreciation for your gift to us.

Sincerely,
Margaret Hall French (Clerk of the Westminster Congregational Church)
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Thanks also to our Salem Mission Supper cooks and helpers. Nancy Savy,

Marcia Olsson, and Jane Kelly..and now George...are regulars and it's

wonderful to have newcomers, such as new members Pat and Pat, who joined us in November. We
thank David Karam and his helpers for stepping up to the plate for the December supper and Rachel
Lutts who has generously offered to cook January, February and March. We have some helpers
signed up and would be happy to have more hands...old and new...to join us on the 4th Monday of
each month at 5:30.
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Gratitude to all who donated to the Missions Christmas Giving tree. The
response was generous...it once again shows that we are a giving church!
Many gifts were delivered to HAWC for their Holiday store and monetary
donations were sent to Heifer International to continue their good work.

The Missions Action Group was pleased to be able to disburse money from our budget to various
local missions, at a time when the need is so high in so many places. Support was sent in December
to Habitat for Humanity of the North Shore, HAWC house, Salvation Army, St. Joseph's Food
Pantry, Salem Mission, Plummer Home, and Children's Friend and Family Services. International
mission support was sent to UCC-World Mission work. We are grateful that we belong to a church
that puts a priority on reaching out to others in need, near and far.

Keep an eye out for announcements about upcoming Missions activities in 2010.

We would like to get together a group of interested folks to help at the Habitat build in Peabody...
If not working on the project, then perhaps providing the workers with their lunch...talk to Martha
Bagby, if interested.

Special events will be happening through Lent...leading up to the Walk for HAWC in April. We hope
to have a large Tabernacle team walking this year! Get your walking shoes ready.

A silent auction/potluck is in the planning stages for the spring also. Helpers will be needed.

In the meantime, keep on bringing food donations to place in the baskets in the Narthex for St.
Joseph's Food Pantry.

Sharing the warmth of your heart and hands is good for the soul :)
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| Gospel Night at :
, the Pops I
| Saturday, June 12 :
I at 8:00pm I
: Tickets $20.00 range, :
| optional dinner :
| I
| I
| I
| I
| I
| I
| !

beforehand.
Contact Joel
Richardson at
Joelrichardson@
verizon.net
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Sunday, January 3, 2010

In celebration of Allison and
Jim Kilcoyne’s 11 ™
Wedding Anniversary by
Allison and Jim Kilcoyne

Sunday, January 10, 2010

In loving memory of our parents, Thomas V.,
Alfreda C. and Katherine DeLoffi and William
G. Young, by Tom and Audrey DeLoffi

Sunday, January 17, 2010
In loving memory of Judy Burge by Ed and
Chloe Burge

Sunday, January 24, 2010
In loving memory of Helen T. Bourget by
the Carter Family

Sunday, January 31, 2010
In celebration of my Wonderful Church Family
by Annette Carter
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Sunday, February 7, 2010
In loving memory of the Willey
and MacDougall Families by
Penny and the family of Len
Willey.

Sunday, February 14:

With lots of Love to the whole Tabernacle
Family, from David Zahrieh and Jessica
Karlsson

Sunday, February 21:

In loving memory of loved ones in the
MacLean and O’Regan Families by Marie
MacLean and family.

Sunday, February 28:
In loving memory of
Heather Marie Bennett
from her loving family,
we will remember you
always.
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For a short period of time
more prayer shawls were
being given than were
being dedicated but that

be dedicating three prayer
shawls soon. Our newest
knitter is Olivia Hauber
who was recently taught
to knit by her grandmother. The following thank
you note was written by 5 year old Kevin

Baker, grandson of church friend Kathy Kane,
who was given a prayer shawl while he was in
the hospital recently and sleeps with it every
night!

%%%%%%%%%%

8RR R R R SR R
o8 pe 08 f R

%%%%%%%%%%

Prayer Shawls impact even the smallest soul.
Won't you join Olivia and the rest of the knitters
and knit a prayer shawl? This is a very
important Tabernacle Church mission project.



The following members and

friends are celebrating birthdays

this month:

4 Joe Bennett

7 Holbrook Phelan

9 Abigail Clark

8 Andrew Lutts

14 Jean-Paul Dionne

14 Evelyn Borish-Wayson
16 Julia McInnes

21 Jack MacLean

24 Paul Lambe
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The church steeple is lighted for
the month of February in loving
memory of Heather Marie
Bennett and Grace & Carlton
Lutts by Dick & Betty Lultts.
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The following members and

friends are celebrating
birthdays during February:

John Phelan
Michael Kuras
Ben Chevoor

Ths  Eg .
Months ‘wﬁjﬁ
Birthdays &

P //rh‘

25 Jonathan Chesbro

26 Cindy Burnham

26 Carlton “Brud” Lutts

31 John Dionne
222

At our November meeting, Pauline Hurder
suggested that this year instead of a Yankee
Swap the ladies could bring the sum of money
they would have spent for a swap gift and that
we donate that money to a charity. Julia
Mclnnes’ suggestion was that we each write
the name of a charity and we pick the “name”
from a hat. At our Christmas luncheon at the
Lyceum we collected $110.00 which has been
donated to HAWC.

Our meetin% in January will be on Tuesday,
January 19" at 10:30 in the Bigelow Room with
Julia Mclnnes serving as hostess. Donna Stone
will be the hostess on Tuesday, February 16™.
New members are always welcome. Bring a
sandwich for lunch; dessert and coffee will be
provided.

Ron Harrison found some more pennies
bringing the total he has donated to Heifer
Project to nearly $40.00. More and more
celebrities are naming Heifer Project as their
charity of choice. We are joining with the
Sunday School again this year to raise money
for Heifer International. Please save your coins
and give them to any TWA member.

Annette Carter
Madeleine Holtz
Eliza Jane Holtz
Virginia McArthur L eeell
Betty Tobin RV
Rob Maier %
Thomas DelLoffi Y
11 Ronald Harrison

11 Hannah van de Stadt

12 Christiaan van de Stadt

12 Norma James

12 Barbara Maier

13 Ruth Kapnis

14 Kyle Burnham

16 Grace Bennett

17 Emily Karam

17 Paul Duda

21 Constance Hollis

24 Michelle Parr

26 Ron Leslie

28 Phoebe Burnham

W
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