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Dear Members and Friends, 
 
During the months of March and April, we enter 
the time of Death and Resurrection – the most 
significant time in our Christian life together. 
Through the story in Scripture, we find Jesus 
walking into Jerusalem, fully aware of the 
dangers he will encounter. Prophets before him 
suffered and were killed in Jerusalem. He is not 
naïve. We find the people around Jesus feeling 
afraid and self-protective. Will his suffering 
mean that they too must suffer? Their worries 
and fears inspire doubt, denial, betrayal and 
flight. 
 
This Lenten pilgrimage is so very human. Who 
among us doesn’t wrestle with the emotions of 
doubt, fear, and worry? Who among us hasn’t 
encountered denial, betrayal and the choice or 
decision to run-away rather than fight? The 
story about Jesus in our scriptures is a portrayal 
of what it means to be human. 
 
Good Friday brings us into the very heart of 
humanity: That moment when the heart stops 
pumping; when the body returns to dust; when 
the mind shuts down forever. Good Friday is the 
common denominator between all of us – 
whether we are rich or poor, educated or self-
taught, happy or sad – we all are mortal. We all 
will die eventually. 
 
And then, God takes over. And then, the Divine 
presence that also is our common denominator, 
over rides the pain and sorrow of being so very 
human. And then, Jesus Christ is risen! And we 
are set free from the bonds of fear, worry, 
doubt, denial, betrayal, fight or flight.  

Cont. on page 2 
 

March Worship Themes 
March 7, 2010    Communion by pew 
Sermon: Respect for Bad News 
Cutting down, breaking away, letting go, repenting: 
these are spiritual practices. Jesus helps his followers 
find a way to be on a new path of new life. Before we 
can accept this way of living and loving, there are layers 
of guilt and regret that need to be peeled off and dis-
carded. This is part of the Lenten journey. 
Scripture Lessons: 
          Psalm 63:1-8 and Luke 13:1-9 
March 14, 2010   
Sermon: The Prodigal 
The story of the Prodigal son is a reminder that every-
one gets another chance at happiness. But there is a 
cost for unhealthy choices. Relationships suffer, minds 
atrophy and families break apart. God is always on the 
side of reconciliation and restoration. Our spiritual prac-
tice is to be open to God’s forgiving embrace with faith 
that God enjoys our happiness. 
Scripture Lesson:  Luke 15:1-3; 11b 
March 21, 2010  
Sermon: What’s Love Got to Do With It? 
Jesus is making a stir on his way to Jerusalem. Stop-
ping for dinner with friends, they can feel the tension of 
what might be about to happen. Mary opens a bottle of 
expensive massage oil and anoints his feet with her 
hair. There is nothing we won’t do for someone we love 
who is dying. 
Scripture Lessons: 
          Psalm 126 and John 12:1-8 
March 28, 2010        Palm Sunday            
Sermon: There is no Shame in Trusting God 
Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a colt; a symbol of his hu-
manity and humility. His trust in God draws people in to 
the procession. They lay their cloaks and their palms on 
the ground before him. “Blessed is the king who comes 
in the name of the Lord.” 
Scripture Lessons: 
          Isaiah 50:4-9a and Luke 19:28-40 
 
April Themes on Page 2….. 



Cont. from page 1 
 
The resurrection is our constant reminder that 
life is precious and that each and every one of 
us matters. And that God revives the most 
depressed and worrisome from the shadows of 
oblivion and reunites us with Christ. 
 
Easter is the day when we come back to life! 
When we see all that is fearsome with a Holy 
Perspective. This is the mystery for which we 
live. This is the meaning of our faith. This is the 
reason we follow Jesus Christ. 
 
Please join me for all of the Lenten Programs 
that speak to your beating and living heart. And 
on Easter Day, come to the Sunrise Service, the 
Traditional Worship and to the Communion 
Table for the greatest Feast on Earth! 
 
God Bless You  
Rev. Laura 
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April 4, 2010            Easter  
          Flower Cross and Communion   
Sermon:  Just Breathe 
Scripture Lesson: 
          Luke 24:1-12 
  
April 11, 2010  
          Guest Preacher  
Scripture Lessons: 
           Psalm 150 
          John 20:19-31 
  
April 18, 2010           

Pep Rally For HAWC during  
Time with Children  

Sermon:  Little Resurrections 
Scripture Lesson: 
          John 21:1-19 
 
April 25, 2010          Mission Sunday 
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Monday Morning Bible 

Study 
Join Rev. Biddle on Monday 
Mornings at 7:30am through 
March 22 for Bible Study. 
We will read and discuss 
some of the parables and 

stories in Luke’s Gospel. Each parable is a 
lesson about love, eternal life and the human 
spirit; a perfect combination for our walk through 
Lent. 

Monday Evening Bible Study  
Will meet at 6:30pm thru March 18.    We will be 
reading the end of Luke’s Gospel; beginning 
with the “Plot to Kill Jesus” through “The Burial 
of Jesus.”   We will pray, read the story, find its 
meaning in our lives and walk with Jesus into 
Jerusalem for these 40 days of Lent. 
Students will receive a new study bible on the 
first day of class. 
 

Prayer Shawls 
 

I told Eric Morin one day 
that the prayer shawl 
ministry is like the loaves 
and the fishes story in the 
Bible.  Just when I think 
that we are going to run 
out of shawls the knitters 
come forward and the 
shawls multiply.  The 

knitters of shawls are numerous but there are 
some who can always be depended upon for at 
least two  shawls a year and those women merit 
a special thank you.  Thank you especially to 
Martha Bagby and her friend Judy, Gretchen 
Clark, Sarah Davin, Jane Dionne, Julia 
McInnes, Kay Piemonte, and Jen Strom who 
have all supported this mission from the 
beginning and continue to do so.  If I left off your 
name from the above, let Liz know and we will 
add it next month. 
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During Lent we will be 
offering our Artists in 
Worship Lenten project 
sponsored by the Sacred 
Arts Action Group. During 
the five Sundays of Lent, 
worshipers are invited to 
choose an art medium such 
as water colors, clay, 
acrylics, pencils and charcoal 
and spend the hour of 

worship expressing themselves through art. The 
art stations will be located in the balcony and 
everyone is welcome to participate. There will 
be an art show on Easter Sunday to display the 
various works.  
· ���� Children under 16 must be accompanied 

     by their parent.������  
· ���� Parents are asked to please clean up 

     after their children. 
          All children will leave for Sunday School 
          with their classes. 
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One of the ways that Tabernacle Church 
Creates an Extravagant Welcome is by inviting 
you to become a member of our congregation.   
Our New Member Class on Saturday, June 26 
at 9:00am will be an opportunity for us to get to 
know each other.  While we gather for coffee 
and fellowship, new and seasoned  members 
will share their spiritual journey and talk about 
why they love this church.  New Members will 
be received into membership on Sunday, June 
27 during our 10:00am worship service.   We 
ask if you plan to attend the New Member Class 
that you RSVP to Liz Nelson in the church office 
at 978-744-3164 or liz@tabernaclechurch.org . 
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We ask that the Congregation gather in the Bigelow 
Room and we will all process out the Federal Street 

doors around the corner and into our sanctuary 
waving palms, while members of the choir will be 

Drumming along the sidewalk!   
Children will meet in Emerson Hall and  

process with all the adults.       
Once inside the sanctuary the                                   

choir will lead us in a rousing version of  
                                         “The Palms”  
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We will begin with soup made by the youth of the church. The 

Deacons will lead a dramatic story telling of the people  
who walked with Jesus.   

 

 4�����������)����������
        12:00pm - Rev. Laura will lead us in a Good Friday Worship Service. 

 

����� 5�	���������	����� ����)�������6�)��
����
��(���
��������
������%	�

The Confirmation Class will lead us in worship along with Rev. 
Biddle to celebrate the resurrection of Christ as His light 

shines on our beautiful community.  Sunrise is at 5:52am!! 
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Come celebrate Christ’s resurrection at Tabernacle Church for 
a traditional Easter Service featuring  inspiring Easter music, 
decorating the cross with colorful flowers and a spirit filled time 
of worship. 
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The Annual One 
Great Hour of 
Sharing Offering will 
be collected on 
Sunday, March 14.  
 

One Great Hour of Sharing is part of the Our 
Church’s Wider Mission.  Programs are in more 
than one hundred countries in many regions of 
the world including Africa, East Asia and Pacific, 
Latin America, Middle East, Europe, South Asia 
and the United States.   The UCC works with 
domestic and international partners to provide 
sources of clean food and water, education and 
health care, small business and micro-credit, 
emergency relief and advocacy and 
resettlement of refugees and displaced persons.  
OGHS also supports domestic and international 
ministries for disaster preparation and response. 
 
****Note  that this years Missions Action Group 
has decided to save on the mailing costs of 
sending envelopes to your home.  Instead that 
offering envelopes will be found in your Bulletin 
in church on Sunday, March 14.  The mailing 
cost saved will be funds that the Missions Action 
Group can utilize in its Missions work. 
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 Please join us as we 
celebrate the many 
connections our church 
makes with local 
community projects on the 
North Shore and also our 
contributions to third world 
nations. We are pleased to 
announce we will have a few guest speakers 
who will bring us stories and reports from the 
front lines where all the action takes place.  
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Registration 11am; 

                     Walk 12 noon   
              Old Town Hall, 32 Derby Sq.  

Tabernacle will be sponsoring a team of 
walkers. Please consider joining the team or 
making a pledge.   More information to come.. 
 
Why We Walk  
· By participating in the Walk for HAWC, we 

lend our voices to the thousands of others 
who are making domestic violence their 
business.  

· Each year, hundreds of families turn to 
HAWC for help. The money we raise is used 
solely to meet the needs for our services. 

· HAWC is committed to raising public 
awareness about domestic violence.  

· Each year, the Walk for HAWC raises over 
$150,000 to provide life-saving services for 
victims of domestic violence and their 
children on Massachusetts’ North Shore. 
Join thousands of North Shore residents 
who are making domestic violence their 
business.  
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This year’s Salem Award for 

Human Rights and Social Justice will be Greg 
Mortenson .  Since a 1993 climb on Pakistan’s 
K2, he has dedicated his life to promote 
community-based education and literacy 
programs, especially for girls, in remote 
mountain regions of Pakistan and Afghanistan.  
Mortenson is also the founder of Pennies For 
Peace, co-author of the best selling book, Three 
Cups of Tea, and author of the new book 
Stones into Schools :  Promoting Peace with 
Books, Not Bombs, in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.  He will receive the 18th Annual 
Salem Award on Saturday, May 1 at Salem 
High School.  We hope you will be able to join 
us.   
Tickets  will be available beginning March 1 to 
the Public at Salem City Hall& Salem Public 
Library.  Tickets are FREE to all Salem 
residents and Salem State College Students.   
 
A discussion for the Tabernacle community is 
being planned for a date in May.  For more 
information check out www.salemaward.org 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ACTION GROUP 
meets Thursday, March 4, 7:30 PM and  
Thursday, April 8, 7:30 PM 
 
PILGRIM YOUTH FELLOWSHIP GROUP 
meets on Wednesday, March 3, 4 – 5:30 PM 
and Friday morning, April 2 at 10:30 AM to 
decorate and color eggs.  Everyone is invited to 
this event, not just youth group participants. 
 

JUNIOR YOUTH FELLOWSHIP FOR  
GRADES 6 – 9  

Meets Sundays, March 7 and March 21 and 
April 18, after church, 11:30 – 1 PM, for regular 
meetings.  On March 21 we will make soup and 
freeze it for April 1, Maundy Thursday.  JYF will 
serve the soup and then as a group will attend 
the Maundy Thursday worship and Tenebre  
service.   
 

COME COLOR EGGS WITH YOUR  
CHURCH FRIENDS 

Everyone is invited to bring his or her hard 
boiled eggs on Friday, April 2, at 10:30 AM.  
There will be fun and unusual colors for the 
eggs.  Let us provide the colors and clean up.  
We will begin with a short story about Easter 
Eggs and then our color eggs.   There will be 
light refreshments available. 
 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION AND WALK 
THROUGH HOLY WEEK 

Sunday, March 28 is Palm Sunday.  The Sun-
day school classes will participate in the annual 
procession and parade of palms.  Then they will 
come together in a one-room schoolhouse to 
take a “Walk through Holy Week”.  There will be 
stations representing the events that occurred 
and the places where they took place as Jesus 
prepared himself for the final ending.  This 
“walk” will include the Resurrection scene for 
the children.  The “Walk through Holy Week” is 
provided to us by our curriculum, The Whole 
People of God.  The CEA Group and teachers 
will be preparing the “Walk” with the older youth 
class helping to play some of the parts.   
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Friday and Saturday, February 19 and 20, 5 
youth (we would have had 7 but there was 
some illness) and 3 adults participated in a 
Learn To Serve Mission Trip to the Boston 
Common.  While there the group worked with 
Pilgrim Church, UCC of Dorchester to feed and 
clothe the homeless by serving soups and 
sandwiches, and giving away donations of 
clothing including the socks and underwear we 
brought with us. After finishing on the Common 
we drove to Dorchester with the Pilgrim church 
group to help with their lunch outreach program 
for the neighborhood.  We helped cook chicken, 
mashed potatoes, carrots, sweet potatoes and 
salad.  We also helped put together bags of 
groceries for the neighbors.  It was a full day of 
service to others that left us wanting to return 
again soon.   
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Healing Abuse, Working  

for Change 
Date of the walk:  Sunday,  

April 25, 2010 
Design specifications are:   
All entries are due by March 28 to Cyndy 
Collins.  Use black ink on white paper.  No 
larger than 8” x 10”.  Must include name of our 
church and date of walk.   A small participation 
prize will be given to all entrants.  One design 
will be chosen.  The winner will be announced in 
church on April 11 and posted in This Week… 
 
The chosen design will be used for Tabernacle’s 
Group T shirt for walking.   Each member of 
Team Tabernacle signed up by April 15 will 
receive a free  T shirt.  Additional shirts will be 
sold for $10.00.  We will walk as a team from 
the church to the starting area.   
Sign up and Pledge sheets for the Walk are 
located in the Bigelow Room. 

Sponsored by your Mission AG and 
 Christian Ed. AG 
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Greetings and Salutations! 
Welcome to our season of Lent.  “Lent is 
represented by the color purple.  It is a time of 
preparing.  Purple is the color of kings.  We are 
preparing for the coming of a king and his going 
and his coming again.  We are preparing for the 
Mystery of Easter.  This is a serious time.  It 
takes six weeks to get ready to enter the 
Mystery of Easter.  Lent helps us get ready.  It is 
a time to know more about the One who is 
Easter.  It is also a time to learn more about 
who we really are.”  (from Jerome Berryman’s 
The Mystery of Easter, Godly Play volume III).   
 
But the Mystery of Easter is so great that it can 
not be contained in one single Sunday, so 
Easter overflows and goes on for six more 
Sundays.  It makes a whole season. And the 
Easter season is also the time for getting ready 
to close to the mystery of Pentecost.  (from 
Jerome Berryman’s The Circle of the Church 
Year, Godly Play Volume II) 
 
Take some time this Lent to learn about 
yourself.  Join Jesus in the wilderness to pray.  
Hear the secular world tempting you, and know 
that you can resist a temptation with the help of 
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Begin a 
spiritual practice of running or walking for 30 
minutes, of reading from the Book of Luke in the 
Bible each day, or of sitting quietly for 15 
minutes reflecting on the world events of the 
day.  Listen for God, our still speaking God, who 
asks us to love God with all our minds, all our 
souls and all our strength, and to walk humbly 
into God’s creation to love our neighbors as we 
love ourselves.   
 
Take a minute to read about the Youth mission 
trip, and then ask yourself, how might you live 
out God’s greatest commandment during these 
Lenten and Eastertide season? 
 
Shalom,  Betsey 
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Catherine K. Piemonte 

 
           Two men who came to this new land in 
an early ship, were Rev. Francis Higginson and 
Rev. Samuel Skelton.  In June of 1629 the ship 
"passed the curious and difficult entrance into 
the large, spacious harbor of Naimkecke"  from 
the letters of Francis Higginson.  One of the first 
problems after landing was the organization of a 
church. 
           "Hardly had the new ministers arrived 
than the question of church organization was 
agitated.  July 20, 1629, was appointed for the 
choice of a pastor and a teacher.  After fasting, 
prayer and a sermon to get themselves into a 
proper frame of mind, Mr. Skelton was chosen 
pastor and Mr. Higginson teacher, and was 
ordained by the laying on of hands of some of 
the most dignified and important men of the 
town.” 
           "The first church, for its first building in 
1634, occupied a site at the corner of 
Washington and Essex Streets where it still 
remained til 1920.  Higginson's house, which 
was standing in 1635, was on Washington St. 
and somewhat back, but it was erected before 
the church, which probably occupied some of its 
land.  Skelton's house was nearer the river 
toward Front St." 
           " A meeting house is alluded to in 1635; 
someone was paid for daubing it in 1637, which 
indicates that it was a wattle and daub 
structure...,A vast amount of ink has been 
spilled over the question whether the little 
building behind Plummer Hall contains the 
original frame of the first church or not...and is 
probably as good a representation even if not 
the original" 
           In 1638 John Pickering was hired to add 
an addition, which was to be "25 foote longe" 
and the breadth of the old building. 
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By 1670 there was a move to have a new 
meetinghouse.  The selectmen ordered that a 
new meetinghouse sixty by fifty be built at the 
west end of the old one.    "The new meeting 
house must have been completed by 
midsummer, in 1672, for the old meeting house 
was ordered taken down and the timbers stored 
for future use for the school." 
          Around 1717 the people living in the 
eastern part of Salem petitioned for dismission 
from the First Church to start their own church.  
Twenty-six women and ten men were 
dismissed.  Deacon Simon Willard was 
dismissed with thanks for his great services.  
This first group of church members to leave the 
original congregation built their edifice at the 
corner of what is now Hardy and Essex Streets.  
Robert Stanton was the first minister and Cotton 
Mather preached the ordination sermon.  A 
lithograph of this church can be found in Images 
of Salem.  It stood on the corner of Essex and 
Hardy until 1819.  The famous diarist and 
historian Dr. William Bentley (1759-1819) 
preached there.  This church was called the 
East Church and also Second Church, and this 
is probably the reason that the church, which 
eventually became Tabernacle, was called Third 
Church in 1762. 
 
Stay Tuned next month for more on “Sites of 
Meetinghouses and Churches”…. 
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The following members and 
friends are celebrating 
birthdays during March:�
�
1        David Karam 
1        Patricia Doyle 
2        Amy Davin 
3        Olivia Hartwell 
5      Marcy Hauber 

5         Donna Stone 
5         Beverly Strauss 
5         Deena Dilorio 
7         Ali Parr  
8         Ann Abernethy 
10       Connor Reardon 
15       Julia Curtin 
15       Collette Benoit 
17       Bob Anthony 
17       Bailey Skeffington 
17       Pam Burch 
17       Alexander MacLean 
18       Eric Morin 
21       Jean Dennis 
22       Paul Nickerson 
27       Kristine Doll 
28       Jonah Harrison  
29       Lee Biddle Mehlenbacher 
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April Birthdays  
 

The following members 
and friends are celebrat-
ing birthdays this month. 
1        Kyle Reardon 
3        Liz Nelson 
3        Lindsay Peterson 
5        Kay Piemonte 
8        Anastasia Patch 
8        Sophie Parr 
9        Audrey DeLoffi 
10      Anne Bogan 
10      Abby Burnham 
11      Vanessa Bentas  
12      Alicia Chevoor 
14      Megan Holtz 
14      Joshua Cabral 
15      Kathryn White 
16      Kayla Bentas  
18      Kurt Piemonte 
21      Jack Duda 
23      Corinne Bennett 
25      Philip Lutts 
26      Christopher Lutts 
26      Beth Currier 
27      Kim Ayers 
28      Ross Peterson 
29      Ian MacLean 

A Big Thank You…From the Missions Action Group 
 

Thank you to our cooks and helpers at the monthly Shelter suppers.  
Lifebridge, as the Salem Shelter is now named, is always grateful for the 
food Tabernacle provides on the 4th Monday of each month.  Dave Karam 
was the featured cook in December with helpers, Joe Bennett, Nancy Savy, 
Marcia Olsson, Emily, Doug and Jean Karam, and Dave’s friends, Mike 
Collins and Brad Daigle.  Brianna Bennett brought friends Lorinda Canty, 
“Frenchy” Shauna, Margo, Brittany and Jessica Barry to help serve.    
Rachel Lutts dished up some great meatball subs in January with the help of 
the “regulars” Nancy Savy, Jane Kelly, George Louisos and new helpers, 
Jenn Santo, Vickie Morrison and Pam Swasey.   
You too, can join the fun…..sign up is in the Bigelow Room or just come on 

down from 5:30-6:45pm and lend a hand prepping and serving. 
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March 7, 2010 
In loving memory of  
Carolyn Kingsley from her 
family. 
 
March 14, 2010 

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Willard Earley 
and Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Butts, and Mr.& Mrs. 
Howard Stanley  by the Earley Family. 
 
March 21, 2010 
In loving memory of Betty Cooper “Grammy” 
by her Family. 
 
March 28, 2010 
In loving memory of my Parents, Elizabeth & 
Robert Stafford and my sister Jody Nordlof  
by Priscilla Stafford.  
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April 4, 2010  Easter Sunday, 
the sanctuary will be decorated 
with Easter Lilies, Tulips,  
Daffodils and Hyacinth Plants.   
 

April 11, 2010 
In loving memory of Jane Harrison   
by Ron Harrison. 
 
April 25, 2010    
In loving memory of Carolyn and Eugene 
Mailman and Richard and Gertrude Hunt by 
Anne & Stephen Bogan. 
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GEMS will meet on Wednesday, March 17 at 
12:00pm at Victoria Station. 

The Tidings  March/April 2010 page 10�
�����������
�����7���

&���
�����������
The church steeple is lighted for 
the month of  March in loving 
memory of Our Parents, 
Carolyn and Arthur Kingsley, 
by their children, Susan Royer, 
Linda Smailus, Barbara Doron 
and their families. 
 
The church steeple is lighted for 
the month of  April in loving 
memory of Lucy, Walter, and 
Linda Lewis and Barbara 
Hamilton Newell by Brenda 
Lewis. 
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Our February meeting was cancelled due to a 
predicted snow storm. 
 
Our meeting in March will be on Tuesday, 
March 16th at 10:30 in the Bigelow Room with 
Connie Hollis serving as hostess.  Kay 
Piemonte will be the hostess on Tuesday, April 
20th.   New members are always welcome.  
Bring a sandwich for lunch; dessert and coffee 
will be provided.   Betsey Bennett has been  
working with Godly Play and each month we 
have a stimulating discussion on the Bible story 
she presents and how it corresponds to life 
today.  This year the Sunday School is focusing 
its efforts on raising money for HAWC.  It is 
expected that the TWA will continue their 
alliance with the Sunday School and will also 
support HAWC.  Palm Sunday will be HAWC 
Sunday at Tabernacle Church with the loose 
plate collection and the contents of designated 
envelopes supplementing the money the ladies 
have collected over the year.  This money will 
be merged with the money raised by the 
Sunday School and will be sent to HAWC to 
help them in their work Helping Abused Women 
and their Children.  Please anticipate the 
collection on Palm Sunday, March 28th and 
support this local mission.  In the meantime 
please give your coins to any member of the 
TWA to be added to the fund to support HAWC. 
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