
 
This Week at Tabernacle Congregational Church  

July 2nd through July 15th, 2017 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP 
 Sunday July 2rd our Sunday Service will begin at 9:30 a.m. service will be in the Bigelow 

Room.  We will resume our 10:00 a.m. starting time on September 10th. 
 

Please note  we will be doing a “This Week” 
every other week during the summer (July and August) 

 
Reverend Joe Speaking at Salem “Tent Talks” 

Thursday, June 29th at Noon. 
.Since	
  2014	
  the	
  Salem	
  Award	
  Foundation	
  for	
  Human	
  Rights	
  and	
  Social	
  Justice	
  has	
  organized	
  
free	
  15-­‐minute	
  "Tent"	
  Talks	
  at	
  noon	
  in	
  the	
  Salem	
  Witch	
  Trials	
  Memorial	
  off	
  Charter	
  Street.	
  	
  
These	
  approachable	
  and	
  relevant	
  presentations	
  by	
  notable	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  offer	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  visitors	
  and	
  residents	
  alike	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  mid-­‐day	
  break	
  for	
  reflection	
  and	
  
engagement.	
  	
  This	
  Thursday	
  our	
  own	
  Reverend	
  Joe	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  final	
  speaker	
  in	
  this	
  series.	
  	
  	
  
Join	
  Reverend	
  Joe	
  as	
  he	
  	
  talks	
  about	
  	
  	
  The	
  Changing	
  Role	
  of	
  the	
  Church	
  in	
  Society.	
  

	
  	
  

A Message from the Pastor 
 
Dear Members and Friends, 
 
4, 3, 2, 1.  Summer is officially here.  Both the meteorological summer and the summer solstice 
have passed and this is the July 4th holiday weekend.  I’ve talked to several colleagues whose 
churches take either the rest of the summer (until Labor Day) “off” or at least the month of July 
off.   
 
I’ve always said that even though God rested on the 7th day and we all need to observe some 
Sabbath rest in our lives, God doesn’t abandon us or just quit being there for us.  So, indeed, 
take your vacations, do that work in the gardens, enjoy your kayaking, camping, cook outs, 
picnics, etc. but we will continue to be the Church alive and at work throughout the summer. 
The service is pushed back to 9:30 and we’ll be meeting in the Bigelow Room except on July 
23rd and August 20th when we’ve been invited to worship outdoors at the Cabot Farm.  We are 
again hosting the Summer Meals program in our Dining Room three days a week from July 10-
August 23rd.  Our Visioning Group is actively meeting with Disciples UCC of Danvers and 
officials of the Salem Boys and Girls Club to explore potential partnering.   



The Council is meeting to review the Visioning Group’s activities and whatever else needs our 
attention as an active congregation. 
 
Bible Study has decided to continue to meet on Wednesdays at 7 pm so even if you don’t make 
it on Sunday you can drop in and discuss the scripture for the upcoming Sunday.  Our 
confirmands are now our SYF and the youth and parents are planning a retreat to Nantucket the 
end of August.   
 
With this issue of “This Week”, we are going to step back to every other week during July and 
August.  If you are on AOL you may be experiencing some problems receiving” This Week” 
and other church communications.  For some reason we discovered last week’s emails went to 
spam on AOL accounts and it’s taking our server and our office hours of research to try to 
correct the problem.  Please let the office know if you are experiencing problems with receiving 
church emails.   
 
When I asked folks about receiving the Global Ministry newsletter, most of you responded that 
you wanted to continue receiving it and one person asked that we stop sending it.  So, with the 
spam problems that have come up, I’m only going to forward that newsletter one more time this 
week.  If you enjoy reading that newsletter, I suggest you go to the bottom of that page and 
follow instructions for subscribing.  We won’t be sending it automatically to everyone after this 
week. 
 
We are losing three colleagues in ministry this summer.  After completing the Crossroads 
program at Second Congregational Church in Beverly the congregation determined they can no 
longer afford two ministers.  Both Alan Froggatt and Tara Olsen Allen have resigned so they 
can call a new minister to lead them on their next chapter as a congregation.   There will be a 
Celebration of Ministry honoring them on Sunday, July 16 at 3 pm at Second Congregational 
Church, 35 Conant St.   Fr. Silvestre Romero has been elected the Bishop of Guatemala.  When 
we hear of his going away party I will pass it on to you.   
 
So!  A lot going on even though it’s summer!  I’ll still be here in the office.  Drop by for coffee, 
tea or just to visit.  I’ll be preaching every Sunday except in August when I’ll be at a conference 
in Baltimore.  Therefore, even though you’ll only hear from” This Week” every other 
week……… 
 
See you in church! 
Rev Joe 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, July 2nd is the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reverend Joe’s Sermon is titled “God’s Extravagant Welcome” 
Sunday’s readings are: 
Old Testament: Jeremiah 28:5-9 
New Testament: Matthew 10:40-42 
 
Reverend Joe’s Calendar for the week of July 2nd : 
Wednesday, July 5th: 12:000 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, July 6th: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Friday< July 7th : 10:00 a.m. tp 4:00 p.m. 
 
Church Calendar for the Week of July 2nd , 2017 
 
Sunday, July 2nd, 2017   Communion Sunday  
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time in the Bigelow Room 
 
Monday, July 3rd, 2017 
Office will be closed 
 
Tuesday, July 4th, 2017 
4th of July office will be closed 
 
Wednesday, July 5th , 2017 
 7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Bible Study 
 
Thursday, June 6th, 2017 
 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting 
  
Sunday, July 9th , 2017 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time in the Bigelow Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday, July 9th is the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reverend Joe’s Sermon is titled “The Devil Made Me Do It!  Or Did He?” 
Sunday’s readings are: 
Old Testament: Zechariah 9:9-12 
New Testament: Romans 7:15-25a 
 
Reverend Joe’s Calendar for the week of July 9th  : 
Monday, July 10th : 12:000 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 11th : 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 12th : 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, July 13th : 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
  
 
Church Calendar for the Week of July 9th, 2017 
 
 
Sunday, July 9th , 2017     
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m.  Fellowship Time in the Bigelow Room 
5:00 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting at Sarah Davin’s home 
 
Monday, July 10th , 2017 
5:00 p.m. Summer Meal Program 
6:30 p.m. PAG Meeting 
 
 
Wednesday, July 12th  , 2017 
5:00 p.m. Summer Meal Program 
7:00 p.m. AA Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Bible Study 
 
Thursday, June 13th , 2017 
 6:30 p.m. AA Meeting 
  
Sunday, July 16th , 2017 
9:30 a.m. Worship Service 
10:30 a.m.  Fellowship Time in the Bigelow Room 
 
 
 
 



Information, Invitations and Announcements 
 

The Deacon for the weeks of  July 2nd and July 9th is Jack MacLean. 
 
The Deacon for the weeks of July 16th, July 23rd, and July 30th  is Bob Anthony 
 
Steeple Lighting opportunities are available for July and August.  Call the office for more 
information. 
 
The summer meals program will begin on July 10th, and we are looking for donations of 
granola bars and non-perishable foods (boxes of cereal, canned goods, soup, peanut butter, 
boxed Mac and cheese, tuna, etc.) for the adults who attend the program to take home with 
them.  Please leave donations in the basket in the  Bigelow Room.  If not attending Sunday 
service donations may be left with the office.  Please call ahead to be sure someone is there to 
accept your donation.  Thank you in advance for your help and support.  
 
Visioning Task Force Update: 
 
The date of the next Visioning Task Force meeting will be decided at the Tabernacle council 
meeting on July 20th. As always, everyone is invited and encouraged to attend the council 
meetings and the Visioning Task Force meetings. Please come and share your concerns and 
ideas!  Below are the minutes from our Monday, July 26th meeting. 
  
 
 

Minutes Visioning Task Force Meeting 
Tabernacle Church 
June 26, 2017, 7 PM 

 
Present: Rev. Joe Amico, Rev. Jenn Macy and two of her team members, Cindy and Cindy, 
Beth Currier, Anne Bogan, Rachel Lutts, Rob Lutts 
 
We met at The Disciples Church, UCC on Centre Street in Danvers. Rev. Jenn Macy 
summarized the transition from the First Church of Danvers, UCC to the Disciples, UCC: 
 
-The First Church of Danvers closed its’ doors in June of 2016 and re-opened as a new church 
model called Disciples, UCC in September of 2016. 
 
-The new congregation has four missions: families of children with disabilities, teenagers at risk 
of aging out of the foster care system, people suffering from addiction and the LGBT 
community. There are mission teams for each group. 
 



-The past year has been difficult for the Disciples, and people on the mission teams are 
overwhelmed due to the lack of volunteers. 
 
-There is a small group of church members who are opposed to the new church model, and Rev. 
Jenn explained that there will be a congregation vote on August 6th to decide if the two groups 
will “divorce”.  
 
-If the “divorce” happens after the August vote, the members of the Disciples will decide if they 
will sell the church building. At the time of the change of the church model in September, 2016, 
there were enough funds for about a year and a half to keep the church going.  
 
-The Disciples are exploring the possibility of “nesting” at another church, and Tabernacle is a 
possible host for the Disciples. Rev. Jenn explained that “nesting” means they would use the 
space at another church for their missions and as a place for worship. The host church would 
help and support the missions of the Disciples. 
 
-We discussed how Tabernacle would be a good fit for the Disciples since one of Tabernacle’s 
focusses is on missions. 
 
-This discussion is very preliminary, and the Visioning Task force continues to explore 
possibilities. The next step would be to have another meeting at Tabernacle with the members 
of the Disciples after the August vote.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
Volunteers Needed.  We are looking for Ushers, Coffee Pourers and Readers for our 
Sunday services.  Also, we welcome any one who may want to share their musical talents 
with us during the Offertory.  Sign-up sheets are in the Bigelow, or you may call the office. 
 
Sign up sheets for volunteers for the Life bridge dinners are in the Bigelow room. We 
cook and serve dinner on the 4th Monday of every month. We need cooks and servers.  If you 
are able to volunteer, or if you have any questions please call Jean Karam ( 978 741 2179).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


